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Ackerman, Diane The Zookeeper's Wife 2007 1939: the Germans invade Poland. The keepers of the Warsaw Zoo survive the 

bombardment, only to see the occupiers kill many of their animals. The Nazi's then carry off 

the prize specimans, to create the "purest" breeds. The zoo keeper's risk their lives by hiding 

Jews in the zoo, saving as many as 300 people. 

Adams, Richard Watership Down 1972 Set in England’s Downs, this stirring tale of adventure, courage, and survival follows a band 

of very special rabbits on their flight from the intrusion of man and the certain destruction 

of their home. Led by a stouthearted pair of brothers, they journey forth from their native 

Sandleford Warren through the harrowing trials posed by predators and adversaries, to a 

mysterious promised land and a more perfect society.

Adiche, Chimanda Ngozi Americanah 2013 A story of love and race centered around a young man and woman from Nigeria who face 

difficult choices and challenges in the countries they come to call home.

As teenagers in a Lagos secondary school, Ifemelu and Obinze fall in love. Their Nigeria is 

under military dictatorship, and people are leaving the country if they can. 

Ifemelu—beautiful, self-assured—departs for America to study. She suffers defeats and 

triumphs, finds and loses relationships and friendships, all the while feeling the weight of 

something she never thought of back home: race. Obinze—the quiet, thoughtful son of a 

professor—had hoped to join her, but post-9/11 America will not let him in, and he plunges 

into a dangerous, undocumented life in London.

Years later, Obinze is a wealthy man in a newly democratic Nigeria, while Ifemelu has 

achieved success as a writer of an eye-opening blog about race in America. But when 

Ifemelu returns to Nigeria, and she and Obinze reignite their shared passion—for their 

homeland and for each other—they will face the toughest decisions of their lives.

Fearless, gripping, at once darkly funny and tender, spanning three continents and 

numerous lives, Americanah is a richly told story set in today’s globalized world: 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s most powerful and astonishing novel yet. 

Alexievich, Svetlana Voices from Chernobyl 2006 On April 26, 1986, the worst nuclear reactor accident in history occurred in Chernobyl and 

contaminated as much as three quarters of Europe. Voices from Chernobyl is the first book 

to present personal accounts of the tragedy.

Allende, Isabel Portrait in Sepia 2001 In nineteenth-century Chile, Aurora del Valle suffers a brutal trauma that erases all 

recollections of the first five years of her life. Raised by her regal and ambitious 

grandmother Paulina del Valle, Aurora grows up in a privileged environment but is 

tormented by horrible nightmares. When she is forced to recognize her betrayal at the 

hands of the man she loves, and to cope with the resulting solitude, she explores the 

mystery of her past.
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Allende, Isabel War, So Much War 2015 Despite its title, there is little of war and much of the fantastic in this coming-of-age story, 

which was the last novel Mercè Rodoreda published during her lifetime.

We first meet its young protagonist, Adrià Guinart, as he is leaving Barcelona out of 

boredom and a thirst for freedom, embarking on a long journey through the backwaters of a 

rural land that one can only suppose is Catalonia, accompanied by the interminable, distant 

rumblings of an indefinable war. In vignette-like chapters and with a narrative style imbued 

with the fantastic, Guinart meets with numerous adventures and peculiar characters who 

offer him a composite, if surrealistic, view of an impoverished, war-ravaged society and 

shape his perception of his place in the world.

Anaya, Rudolfo Bless Me, Ultima 1972 Antonio Marez is six years old when Ultima comes to stay with his family in New Mexico. 

She is a curandera, one who cures with herbs and magic. Under her wise wing, Tony will 

probe the family ties that bind and rend him, and he will discover himself in the magical 

secrets of the pagan past-a mythic legacy as palpable as the Catholicism of Latin America. 

And at each life turn there is Ultima, who delivered Tony into the world...and will nurture 

the birth of his soul.

Atwood, Margaret The Blind Assassin 2000 More than fifty years on, Iris Chase is remembering Laura's mysterious death. And so begins 

an extraordinary and compelling story of two sisters and their secrets. Set against a 

panoramic backdrop of twentieth-century history, The Blind Assassin is an epic tale of 

memory, intrigue and betrayal...

Austen, Jane Lady Susan 2015 Lady Susan is an epistolary novel, and an early complete work that Jane Austen never 

submitted for publication. It follows the schemes of the main character, Lady Susan, a 

beautiful, intelligent and witty widow, as she seeks a new husband for herself and one for 

her daughter. Lady Susan is a selfish, unscrupulous and scheming woman, highly attractive 

to men, who tries to trap the best possible husband while maintaining a relationship with a 

married man. She subverts all the standards of the romantic novel.

Austen, Jane Sense and Sensibility 1811 When two sisters appear to be deserted by the young men they had intended to marry, the 

stage is set for a delicious comedy of manners that not only showcases Austen's perception, 

humor and incomparable prose, but offers a splendid glimpse of upper and middle-class 

English society of the early 19th century.

Aziz, Basma The Queue 2013 In an unnamed Middle Eastern city, a centralized authority known as the Gate has risen to 

power in the aftermath of the Disgraceful Events, a failed popular uprising. Citizens are 

required to obtain permission from the Gate for even the most basic of their daily needs, yet 

the building never opens and the que in front grows longer and longer.
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Ba, Mariama So Long a Letter 1980 Recognized as one of Africa's 100 Best Books of the 20th century, written as an extended 

letter. It is a sequence of reminiscences recounted by recently widowed school teacher 

Ramatoulaye Fall. This semi-autobiographical account is a testimony to the plight of 

educated and articulate Muslim women. 

Backman, Fredrik A Man Called Ove: A Novel 2014 At first sight, Ove is almost certainly the grumpiest man you will ever meet, a curmudgeon 

with staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People think him bitter, and he 

thinks himself surrounded by idiots. Ove's well-ordered, solitary world gets a shake up one 

November morning with the appearance of old neighbors, and various others. 

Backman, Fredrik My Grandmother Asked Me To 

Tell You She's Sorry

2015 From the author of the internationally bestselling 'A Man Called Ove', a novel about a young 

girl whose grandmother dies and leaves behind a series of letters, sending her on a journey 

that brings to life the world of her grandmother's fairy tales. Elsa is seven years old and 

different. Her grandmother is seventy-seven years old and crazy, standing-on-the-balcony-

firing-paintball-guns-at-men-who-want-to-talk-about-Jesus-crazy. She is also Elsa's best, and 

only, friend. At night Elsa takes refuge in her grandmother's stories, in the Land of Almost-

Awake and the Kingdom of Miamas where everybody is different and nobody needs to be 

normal. When Elsa's grandmother dies and leaves behind a series of letters apologizing to 

people she has wronged, Elsa's greatest adventure begins. Her grandmother's letters lead 

her to an apartment building full of drunks, monsters, attack dogs, and totally ordinary old 

crones, but also to the truth about fairytales and kingdoms and a grandmother like no other.

Bahari, Maziar Rosewater: A Family's Story of 

Love, Captivity, and Survival

2011 When Maziar Bahari left London in June 2009 to cover Iran’s presidential election, he 

assured his pregnant fiancée, Paola, that he’d be back in just a few days, a week at most. 

Little did he know, as he kissed her good-bye, that he would spend the next three months in 

Iran’s most notorious prison, enduring brutal interrogation sessions at the hands of a man 

he knew only by his smell: Rosewater.

A riveting, heart-wrenching memoir, Rosewater offers insight into the past seventy years of 

regime change in Iran, as well as the future of a country where the democratic impulses of 

the youth continually clash with a government that becomes more totalitarian with each 

passing day. An intimate and fascinating account of contemporary Iran, it is also the moving 

and wonderfully written story of one family’s extraordinary courage in the face of 

repression.

Banks, Russell The Sweet Hereafter 1992 Banks tells a story that begins with a school bus accident. Using four different narrators, he 

creates a small town morality play that addresses one of life's most agonizing questions: 

when the worst thing happens, who do you blame?
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Barker, Kim The Taliban Shuffle 2012 When Kim Barker first arrived in Kabul as a journalist in 2002,, she had only recently 

acquired a passport, spoke only English, and had little idea how to do the "Taliban Shuffle" 

between Afghanistan and Pakistan. No matter-her stories about Islamic militants and shaky 

reconstruction were soon overshadowed by the bigger news in Iraq. But as she delved 

deeper into Pakistan and Afghanistan, her love for the hapless countries grew, along with 

her fear for their future stability. In this darkly comic and unsparing memoir, Barker uses her 

wry, incisive voice to expose the absurdities and tragedies of the "forgotten war", finding 

humor and humanity amid the rubble and heartbreak.

Barr, Nevada Bittersweet 1984 A heart-wrenching yet tender tale of two women whose boundless devotion to each other is 

continually challenged in 19th century America.

Barrows, Annie The Truth According to Us 2015 In the summer of 1938, Layla Beck’s father, a United States senator, cuts off her allowance 

and demands that she find employment on the Federal Writers’ Project, a New Deal jobs 

program. Within days, Layla finds herself far from her accustomed social whirl, assigned to 

cover the history of the remote mill town of Macedonia, West Virginia, and destined, in her 

opinion, to go completely mad with boredom. But once she secures a room in the home of 

the unconventional Romeyn family, she is drawn into their complex world and soon 

discovers that the truth of the town is entangled in the thorny past of the Romeyn dynasty.

At the Romeyn house, twelve-year-old Willa is desperate to learn everything in her quest to 

acquire her favorite virtues of ferocity and devotion—a search that leads her into a thicket 

of mysteries, including the questionable business that occupies her charismatic father and 

the reason her adored aunt Jottie remains unmarried. Layla’s arrival strikes a match to the 

family veneer, bringing to light buried secrets that will tell a new tale about the Romeyns. As 

Willa peels back the layers of her family’s past, and Layla delves deeper into town legend, 

everyone involved is transformed—and their personal histories completely rewritten.

Basu, Shrabani Victoria & Abdul 2017 In the twilight years of her reign, after the deaths of her two great loves, Queen Victoria 

meets tall and handsome Abdul Karim, a servant from Agra waiting tables at her Golden 

Jubilee. The two form an unlikely bond and within a year, Abdul becomes a powerful figure 

at court. This marks the beginning of the most scandalous decade in Queen Victoria's long 

reign. 
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Beston, Henry The Outermost House 1928 A chronicle of a solitary year spent on a Cape Cod beach, The Outermost House has long 

been recognized as a classic of American nature writing. Henry Beston had originally planned 

to spend just two weeks in his seaside home, but was so possessed by the mysterious 

beauty of his surroundings that he found he “could not go.”

Instead, he sat down to try and capture in words the wonders of the magical landscape he 

found himself in thrall to: the migrations of seabirds, the rhythms of the tide, the windblown 

dunes, and the scatter of stars in the changing summer sky. Beston argued that, “The world 

today is sick to its thin blood for the lack of elemental things, for fire before the hands, for 

water, for air, for the dear earth itself underfoot.” Seventy-five years after they were first 

published, Beston’s words are more true than ever.

Binchy, Maeve Circle of Friends 1990 The Circle--It began with Benny and Eve, growing up, inseperable in Knockglen. They knew 

the sins and secrets behind every villager's lace curtain..except their own. The Circle--it 

widened in Dublin where Benny and Eve meet Nan and Jack. But heartbreak and betrayal 

bring the worlds of Knockglen and Dublin into explosive collision. 

Bivald, Katrina The Readers of Broken Wheel 

Recommend

2015 Broken Wheel, Iowa has never seen anyone like Sara, who traveled all the way from Sweden 

just to meet her book-loving pal. When she arrives she finds Amy's funeral guests just 

leaving. So Sara decides to stay in Broken Wheel, and open a bookstore.

Blixen, Karen Out of Africa 1937 Out of Africa  is Isak Dinesen's memoir of her years in Africa, from 1914 to 1931, on a four-

thousand-acre coffee plantation in the hills near Nairobi. She had come to Kenya from 

Denmark with her husband, and when they separated she stayed on to manage the farm by 

herself, visited frequently by her lover, the big-game hunter Denys Finch-Hatton, for whom 

she would make up stories "like Scheherazade." In Africa, "I learned how to tell tales," she 

recalled many years later. "The natives have an ear still. I told stories constantly to them, all 

kinds." Her account of her African adventures, written after she had lost her beloved farm 

and returned to Denmark, is that of a master storyteller, a woman whom John Updike called 

"one of the most picturesque and flamboyant literary personalities of the century."

Boo, Katherine Behind the Beautiful Forevers 2012 From Pulitzer Prize-winner Katherine Boo, a landmark work of narrative nonfiction that tells 

the dramatic and sometimes heartbreaking story of families striving toward a better life in 

one of the twenty-first century’s great, unequal cities. In this brilliantly written, fast-paced 

book, based on three years of uncompromising reporting, a bewildering age of global 

change and inequality is made human.

With intelligence, humor, and deep insight into what connects human beings to one another 

in an era of tumultuous change, Behind the Beautiful Forevers carries the reader headlong 

into one of the twenty-first century’s hidden worlds, and into the lives of people impossible 

to forget.
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Brittain, Vera Testament of Youth 1933 In 1915 Vera Brittain abandoned her studies at Oxford to enlist as a nurse in the armed 

services. Before the war was over, she had served in London, Malta, and France, and she 

had lost all the men she had loved. One of the greatest accounts of war ever written, it 

captures the politics, hopes and despair of Brittain and her peers.

Bronte, Charlotte Jane Eyre 1847 In early nineteenth-century England, an orphaned young woman accepts employment as a 

governess and soon finds herself in love with her employer who has a terrible secret.

Brooks, Geraldine Caleb's Crossing 2011 Bethia Mayfield is a young woman growing up in the 1660s amid a small band of pioneering 

English Puritans. At age twelve, she meets Caleb, the son of a chieftain, and the two forge a 

secret bond that draws each into the alien world of the other. The triumphs and turmoil of 

two brave, open-hearted spirits risk everything in a search for knowledge at a time of 

superstition and ignorance.

Brooks, Geraldine Nine Parts of Desire: The 

Hidden World of Islamic 

Women

1995 As a prizewinning foreign correspondent for The Wall Street Journal, Geraldine Brooks spent 

six years covering the Middle East through wars, insurrections, and the volcanic upheaval of 

resurgent fundamentalism. Yet for her, headline events were only the backdrop to a less 

obvious but more enduring drama: the daily life of Muslim women. Nine Parts of Desire is 

the story of Brooks' intrepid journey toward an understanding of the women behind the 

veils, and of the often contradictory political, religious, and cultural forces that shape their 

lives. Defying our stereotypes about the Muslim world, Brooks' acute analysis of the world's 

fastest growing religion deftly illustrates how Islam's holiest texts have been misused to 

justify repression of women, and how male pride and power have warped the original 

message of a once liberating faith.

Brown, Daniel James The Boys In The Boat 2013 Daniel James Brown’s robust book tells the story of the University of Washington’s 1936 

eight-oar crew and their epic quest for an Olympic gold medal, a team that transformed the 

sport and grabbed the attention of millions of Americans. The sons of loggers, shipyard 

workers, and farmers, the boys defeated elite rivals first from eastern and British 

universities and finally the German crew rowing for Adolf Hitler in the Olympic games in 

Berlin, 1936.

Bryson, Bill A Walk in the Woods 1998 The Appalachian Trail stretches from Georgia to Maine and covers some of the most 

breathtaking terrain in America: majestic mountains, silent forests, sparking lakes. If you're 

going to take a hike, it's probably the place to go. And Bill Bryson is surely the most 

entertaining guide you'll find. He introduces us to the history and ecology of the trail and to 

some of the other hardy (or just foolhardy) folks he meets along the way; and a couple of 

bears. Already a classic, A Walk in the Woods  will make you long for the great outdoors (or 

at least a comfortable chair to sit and read in).

Burch, Jennings Michael They Cage the Animals at Night 1984 At the age of eight, the author began a three-year odyssey through a series of orphan 

asylums and foster homes, punctuated by episodes of living in the streets—a journey 

through a world of hostile strangers, abusive adults, and suspicious children.
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Capote, Truman Breakfast at Tiffany's 1960 In this seductive, wistful masterpiece, Truman Capote created a woman whose name has 

entered the American idiom and whose style is a part of the literary landscape. Holly 

Golightly knows that nothing bad can ever happen to you at Tiffany's; her poignancy, wit, 

and naïveté continue to charm.  

Carlin, John Playing the Enemy 2008 Beginning in a jail cell and ending in a rugby tournament- the true story of how the most 

inspiring charm offensive in history brought South Africa together.

Chamberlin, Holly The Friends We Keep 2007 Meet Sophie, Eva, and John. In college, they did everything together. Then they drifted 

apart. Now, twenty years later, they're about to reunite to compare lives, talk about the 

past, and plan for the future. But will it bring them closer together or tear them apart? 

Chang, Jung Wild Swans 2004 Tells the story of three women--Jung Chang, her mother, and her grandmother--whose lives 

and fortunes mirror the tumultuous twentieth century in China.

Chevalier, Tracy At the Edge of the Orchard 2016 1838: James and Sadie have settled where their wagon got stuck-in northwest Ohio. 1853: 

Their youngest child, Robert is wandering through Gold Rush California, after making his way 

alone across the country. Haunted by the broken family he left behind, he finds solace in 

nature. When his past makes an unexpected appearance, he must decide whether to strike 

out again or stake his own claim.

Christie, Agatha Murder on the Orient Express 1934 At night, the Orient Express is stopped in its tracks by a snowdrift. By morning, millionaire 

Samuel Ractchett lies dead in his compartment, stabbed, his door locked from the inside. 

One of his fellow passengers is the murderer; Hercule Poirot must find the killer.

Choden, Kunzang The Circle of Karma 2005 The Circle of Karma is the first novel by a woman to come out of the small kingdom of 

Bhutan. Written in English, the novel tells the story of Tsomo, a young Bhutanese woman 

who embarks on the difficult and lonely journey of life. Tsomo's travels, which begin after 

her mother's death, take her away from her family, and leads her across Bhutan and into 

India. All the while, Tsomo seeks to find herself and a life partner, and grows as a person and 

a woman. The text of this unusual work is enriched by detailed descriptions of ritual life in 

Bhutan.  The novel weaves a complex tapestry of life from a relatively unknown part of the 

world.

Clark, Walter Van Tilburg The Ox-Bow Incident 1940 Set in 1885, The Ox-Bow Incident is a searing and realistic portrait of frontier life and mob 

violence in the American West. First published in 1940, it focuses on the lynching of three 

innocent men and the tragedy that ensues when law and order are abandoned. The result is 

an emotionally powerful, vivid, and unforgettable re-creation of the Western novel, which 

Clark transmuted into a universal story about good and evil, individual and community, 

justice and human nature.
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Conklin, Tara The House Girl 2013 The House Girl, the historical fiction debut by Tara Conklin, is an unforgettable story of love, 

history, and a search for justice, set in modern-day New York and 1852 Virginia.

Weaving together the story of an escaped slave in the pre–Civil War South and a determined 

junior lawyer, The House Girl follows Lina Sparrow as she looks for an appropriate lead 

plaintiff in a lawsuit seeking compensation for families of slaves. In her research, she learns 

about Lu Anne Bell, a renowned prewar artist whose famous works might have actually 

been painted by her slave, Josephine.

Featuring two remarkable, unforgettable heroines, Tara Conklin's The House Girl is riveting 

and powerful, literary fiction at its very best.

Crate, Joan Black Apple 2016 Sinopaki lives with her Blackfoot family far from civilization until she is delivered to St. 

Mark's Residential school for girls. Newly named Rose Marie, she must adapt to the world of 

the order of nuns, where her life becomes an endless series of torments. Her dreams warn 

of unspoken dangers, visions of her parents, past crimes at the school, and Indigenous life.

de Rosnay, Tatiana Sarah's Key 2008 Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten year-old girl, is brutally arrested with her family by the French 

police in the Vel’ d’Hiv’ roundup, but not before she locks her younger brother in a cupboard 

in the family's apartment, thinking that she will be back within a few hours.

Paris, May 2002: On Vel’ d’Hiv’s 60th anniversary, journalist Julia Jarmond is asked to write 

an article about this black day in France's past. Through her contemporary investigation, she 

stumbles onto a trail of long-hidden family secrets that connect her to Sarah. Julia finds 

herself compelled to retrace the girl's ordeal, from that terrible term in the Vel d'Hiv', to the 

camps, and beyond. As she probes into Sarah's past, she begins to question her own place in 

France, and to reevaluate her marriage and her life. 

Tatiana de Rosnay offers us a brilliantly subtle, compelling portrait of France under 

occupation and reveals the taboos and silence that surround this painful episode.

de Wire, Elinor Guardians of the Lights 1995 True, never before told stories of the individuals who kept the lights burning at their usually 

solitary ports day after day, year after year. In this book, you will learn about their daily 

duties, the natural world around them, how they coped with storms, and many other 

aspects of their lives.
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Diffenbaugh, Vanessa The Language of Flowers 2012 A mesmerizing, moving, and elegantly written debut novel, The Language of Flowers 

beautifully weaves past and present, creating a vivid portrait of an unforgettable woman 

whose gift for flowers helps her change the lives of others even as she struggles to 

overcome her own troubled past.

 After a childhood spent in the foster-care system, she is unable to get close to anybody, and 

her only connection to the world is through flowers and their meanings. Now eighteen and 

emancipated from the system, Victoria has nowhere to go and sleeps in a public park, where 

she plants a small garden of her own. Soon a local florist discovers her talents, and Victoria 

realizes she has a gift for helping others through the flowers she chooses for them. But a 

mysterious vendor at the flower market has her questioning what’s been missing in her life, 

and when she’s forced to confront a painful secret from her past, she must decide whether 

it’s worth risking everything for a second chance at happiness.

Doctorow, E.L. Ragtime 2007 This masterpiece by Doctorow is set in the years before World War I, in New Rochelle, NY. 

One day, the famous escape artist Harry Houdini swerves his car into a telephone pole 

outside the home of an affluent American family. The line between fact and fiction 

disappears. This era of Henry Ford, Emma Goldman, J.P. Morgan and Evelyn Nesbit cross 

paths with Doctorow's fictional characters.

Doerr, Anthony All The Light We Cannot See 2014 Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he 

works as the master of its thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and 

her father builds a perfect miniature of their neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch 

and navigate her way home. When Marie-Laure is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris, and father 

and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-

uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s 

most valuable and dangerous jewel.

In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, 

enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these 

crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, 

then a special assignment to track the resistance. More and more aware of the human cost 

of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, 

where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge.
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Doig, Ivan Dancing at the Rascal Fair 1987 A passionate portrayal of immigrants at the turn of the century in the imposing Rocky 

Mountains. Ivan Doig's supple tale of landseekers unfolds into a fateful contest of the heart 

between Anna Ramsay and Angus McCaskill, walled apart by their obligations as they and 

their stormy kith and kin vie to tame the brutal, beautiful Two Medicine country.

Doig, Ivan The Whistling Season 2006 Hired as a housekeeper to work on the early 1900s Montana homestead of widower Oliver 

Milliron, the irreverent Rose and her brother, Morris, endeavor to educate the widower's 

sons while witnessing local efforts on a massive irrigation project.

Donoghue, Emma Room 2010 To five-year-old Jack, Room is the entire world. It is where he was born and grew up; it's 

where he lives with his Ma as they learn and read and eat and sleep and play. At night, his 

Ma shuts him safely in the wardrobe, where he is meant to be asleep when Old Nick visits.

Room is home to Jack, but to Ma, it is the prison where Old Nick has held her captive for 

seven years. Through determination, ingenuity, and fierce motherly love, Ma has created a 

life for Jack. But she knows it's not enough...not for her or for him. She devises a bold escape 

plan, one that relies on her young son's bravery and a lot of luck. What she does not realize 

is just how unprepared she is for the plan to actually work.

Doyle, Brian Mink River 2010 A small fictional town on the Oregon coast is brought to life through the jumbled lives and 

braided stories of its people. there are love affairs and almost-love-affairs, mystery and 

hilarity, bears and tears, brawls and boats, a garrulous logger and a silent doctor, rain and 

pain, Irish immigrants and Salish stories, mud and laughter.

du Maurier, Daphne My Cousin Rachel 1951 Daphne du Maurier spins a dark gothic tale of passion and love that turns to suspicion and 

fear. Rachel, the mysterious widow of Phillip's cousin descends on the great Cornwall estate, 

and Phillip must decide if she is out to destroy him or is the innocent victim of devious men. 

Eggers, Dave The Circle 2013 When Mae Holland is hired to work for the Circle, the world's most powerful internet 

company, she feels she's been given the oppurtunity of a lifetime. Even as life beyond the 

campus grows distant, as a strange encounter with a colleague leaves her shaken, and as her 

role with the Circle becomes increasingly public.

Ellroy, James L.A. Confidential 1997 Christmas 1951, Los Angeles: a city where the police are as corrupt as the criminals. Six 

prisoners are beaten senseless in their cells by cops crazed on alcohol. For the three LAPD 

detectives involved, it will expose the guilty secrets on which they have built their corrupt 

and violent careers. The novel takes these cops on a sprawling epic of brutal violence and 

the murderous seedy side of Hollywood. One of the best (and longest) crime novels ever 

written, it is the heart of Ellroy's four-novel masterpiece, the LA Quartet, and an example of 

crime writing at its most powerful.



Author Title Date Summary

Erdrich, Louise The Last Report on the 

Miracles at Little No Horse 

2001 For more than half a century, Father Damien Modeste has served his beloved people, the 

Ojibwe, on the remote reservation of Little No Horse. Now, nearing the end of his life, 

Father Damien dreads the discovery of his physical identity, for he is a woman who has lived 

as a man.

Feldman, Ellen Lucy 2003 On the eve of World War I, Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 

fiercely ambitious and still untouched by polio, fell in love with his wife's social secretary, 

Lucy Mercer. When Eleanor stumbled onto evidence of the affair, divorce was discussed, but 

honor and ambition won out.

Ferrante, Elena My Brilliant Friend 2012 The story of Elena and Lila begins in the 1950's in a poor but vibrant neighborhood on the 

outskirts of Naples. Growing up on these  streets, the two girls learn to rely on each other.

Fitzgerald, F. Scott The Great Gatsby 1925 The Great Gatsby is one of the great classics of twentieth-century literature. The timeless 

story of Jay Gatsby and his love for Daisy Buchanan is widely acknowledged to be the closest 

thing to the Great American Novel ever written. 

Flynn, Gillian Gone Girl 2012 On a warm summer morning in North Carthage, Missouri, it is Nick and Amy Dunne's fifth 

wedding anniversary. Presents are being wrapped and reservations are being made when 

Nick's clever and beautiful wife disappears from their rented McMansion on the Mississippi 

River. Husband-of-the-Year Nick isn't doing himself any favors with cringe-worthy 

daydreams about the slope and shape of his wife's head, but passages from Amy's diary 

reveal the alpha-girl perfectionist could have put anyone dangerously on edge. Under 

mounting pressure from the police and the media--as well as Amy's fiercely doting parents--

the town golden boy parades an endless series of lies, deceits, and inappropriate behavior. 

Nick is oddly evasive, and he's definitely bitter--but is he really a killer? 

As the cops close in, every couple in town is soon wondering how well they know the one 

that they love. With his twin sister, Margo, at his side, Nick stands by his innocence. Trouble 

is, if Nick didn't do it, where is that beautiful wife? And what was in that silvery gift box 

hidden in the back of her bedroom closet?

Forster, E.M. A Room with a View 1908 British social comedy examines a young heroine's struggle against strait-laced Victorian 

attitudes as she rejects the man her family has encouraged her to marry and chooses, 

instead, a socially unsuitable fellow she met on holiday in Italy. Classic exploration of 

passion, human nature and social convention.

French, Tana The Trespasser 2016 Being on the murder squad is nothing like Detective Antoinette Conway dreamed it would 

be. Aside from her partner, Stephen Moran, her working life is  a stream of thankless cases 

and harassment. Their new case looks like a lover's quarrel gone bad--except that 

Antoinette's seen the dead woman before and her death won't stay in its neat by the 

numbers box. 
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Gappah, Petina The Book of Memory 2015 An albino woman named Memory is languishing in a maximum security prison in Harare, 

Zimbabwe, where she has been tried and convicted of murder. Her lawyer insists she write 

down what happened, the events leading up to the killing of her adoptive father. Why does 

she feel no remorse for his death? And did everything happen exactly as she remembers it?

Gibbons, Stella Cold Comfort Farm 1932 Winner of the 1933 Femina Vie Heureuse Prize, Cold Comfort Farm is a wickedly funny 

portrait of British rural life in the 1930s. Flora Poste, a recently orphaned socialite, moves in 

with her country relatives, the gloomy Starkadders of Cold Comfort Farm, and becomes 

enmeshed in a web of violent emotions, despair, and scheming, until Flora manages to set 

things right.

Gloss, Molly Falling from Horses 2014 In 1938, 19 year old ranch hand Bud Frazer leaves the family ranch and head to Hollywood 

to be a stunt rider for the movies. On the bus south, he meets Lily Shaw, a young woman 

who wants to be a screenwriter. The two strike up an unlikely kinship that carries them 

through their tumultous days in Hollywood and the rest of their lives.

Gloss, Molly The Hearts of Horses 2007 In the winter of 1917, nineteen-year-old Martha Lessen saddles her horses and heads for a 

remote county in eastern Oregon, looking for work “gentling” wild horses. She chances on a 

rancher, George Bliss, who is willing to hire her on. So begins the irresistible tale of a young 

but determined woman trying to make a go of it in a man’s world. 

Gloss, Molly The Jump-Off Creek 1989 An unforgettable story of widowed homesteader Lydia Sanderson and her struggles to settle 

in the mountains of Oregon in the 1890s. The Jump-Off Creek gives readers an intimate look 

at the hardships of frontier life and a courageous woman determined to survive.

Goodwin, Doris Kearns No Ordinary Time 1994 Goodwin effectively melds  details and stories into an unforgettable and intimate portrait of 

Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt and of the time during which a new, modern America was 

born.

Goodwin, Doris Kearns Team of Rivals : The Political 

Genius of Abraham Lincoln

2005 This multiple biography is centered on Lincoln's mastery of men and how it shaped the most 

significant presidency in the nation's history.

Grann, David The Lost City of Z 2005 In 1925, the legendary British explorer Percy Fawcett ventured deep into the Amazon jungle 

in search of a fabled civilization. He never returned. In this masterpiece of narrative 

nonfiction, David Grann tells the epic story.

Green, John The Fault in Our Stars 2012 Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has 

never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a 

gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, 

Hazel’s story is about to be completely rewritten. Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The 

Fault in Our Stars is award-winning-author John Green’s most ambitious and heartbreaking 

work yet, brilliantly exploring the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in 

love. 
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Grissom, Kathleen The Kitchen House 2010 When a white servant girl violates the order of plantation society, she unleashes a tragedy 

that exposes the worst and best in the people she has come to call her family. Orphaned 

while onboard ship from Ireland, seven-year-old Lavinia arrives on the steps of a tobacco 

plantation where she is to live and work with the slaves of the kitchen house. Under the care 

of Belle, the master's illegitimate daughter, Lavinia becomes deeply bonded to her adopted 

family, though she is set apart from them by her white skin. 

Eventually, Lavinia is accepted into the world of the big house, where the master is absent 

and the mistress battles opium addiction. Lavinia finds herself perilously straddling two very 

different worlds. When she is forced to make a choice, loyalties are brought into question, 

dangerous truths are laid bare, and lives are put at risk.

Hainey, Michael After Visiting Friends 2013 When Michael Hainey was six, his father Bob was found dead of an apparent heart attack. 

Thirty-five years old, Bob Hainey was a bright and shining star in the competitive, hard-living 

world of newspapers, one that involved booze-soaked nights that bled into dawn. And then 

suddenly he was gone, leaving behind a young widow, two sons, a fractured family--and 

questions surrounding the mysterious nature of his death that would obsess Michael 

throughout adolescence and long into adulthood. Finally, roughly his father's age when he 

died, and a seasoned reporter himself, Michael set out to learn what happened that night.

Haji, Nafisa The Sweetness of Tears 2011 When faith and facts collide, Jo March—a young woman born into an Evangelical Christian 

dynasty—wrestles with questions about who she is and how she fits into the weave of her 

faithful family. Chasing loose threads that she hopes will lead to the truth, Jo sets off on an 

unlikely quest across boundaries of language and religion, through chasms of sectarian 

divides in the Muslim world. Against the backdrop of the War on Terror—travelling from 

California to Chicago, Pakistan to Iraq—she delves deeply into the past, encountering 

relatives, often for the first time, whose histories are intricately intertwined with her own . . 

. only to learn that true spiritual devotion is a broken field riddled with doubt and that 

nothing is ever as it seems.

A story of forbidden love and familial dysfunction that interweaves multiple generational 

and cultural viewpoints, The Sweetness of Tears is a powerful reminder of the ties that bind 

us, the choices that divide us, and the universal joys and tragedies that shape us all.

Hammett, Dashiell The Maltese Falcon 1992 A treasure worth killing for. Sam Spade, a slightly shopworn private eye with his own solitary 

code of ethics. A perfumed grafter named Joel Cairo, a fat man named Gutman, and Brigid 

O’Shaughnessy, a beautiful and treacherous woman whose loyalties shift at the drop of a 

dime. These are the ingredients of this glittering gem of detective fiction.
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Hannah, Kristin Winter Garden 2010 Meredith and Nina Whitson are as different as sisters can be. One stayed at home to raiser 

her children and manage the family business, the other followed a dream and traveled the 

world. When their father falls ill, the two estranged sisters will find themselves together 

again.  Their icy and enigmatic mother promises on their father's deathbed to finish telling 

the fairy tale story she started years ago. But the story has a secret so terrible it shakes the 

foundation of their family.

Hardy, Thomas Far From the Madding Crowd 1874 Independent and spirited Bathsheba Everdene has come to Weatherbury to take up her 

position as a farmer on the largest estate in the area. Her bold presence draws three very 

different suitors: the gentleman-farmer Boldwood, soldier-seducer Sergeant Troy and the 

devoted shepherd Gabriel Oak. Each, in contrasting ways, unsettles her decisions and 

complicates her life, and tragedy ensues, threatening the stability of the whole community. 

The first of his works set in Wessex, Hardy's novel of swift passion and slow courtship is 

imbued with his evocative descriptions of rural life and landscapes, and with unflinching 

honesty about sexual relationships. 

Hawkins, Paula The Girl on the Train 2015 Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning and night. Every day she rattles down 

the track, flashes past a stretch of cozy suburban homes, and stops at a signal that allows 

her to daily watch the same couple breakfasting on their deck. She's even started to feel like 

she knows them. And then she sees something shocking. Now everything's changed. Rachel 

goes to the police, but is she really as unreliable as they say?

Hemmings, Kaui Hart The Descendants 2007 A descendant of one of Hawaii's largest landowners, Matt King finds his luck changed when 

his wife Joanie falls into a coma, victim of a boating accident. Matt is left in sole charge of his 

two daughters, teenage ex-model and recovering drug addict Alex, and Scottie, a feisty ten-

year-old. And then Matt discovers Joanie has been having an affair.

Herrera, Yuri Signs Preceeding the End of 

the World

2015 Yuri Herrera explores the crossings and translations people make in their minds and 

language as they move from one country to another, especially when there’s no going back.

Traversing this lonely territory is Makina, a young woman who knows only too well how to 

survive in a violent, macho world. Leaving behind her life in Mexico to search for her 

brother, she is smuggled into the USA carrying a pair of secret messages – one from her 

mother and one from the Mexican underworld

Hertmans, Stefan War & Turpentine 2017 The story of Urbain Martien lies contained in two notebooks he left behind when he died. 

His grandson, a writer, retells his grandfather's story, the notebooks providing the key. 
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Highsmith, Patricia Carol 2004 The story of Therese Belivet, a stage designer trapped in a department-store day job, whose 

salvation arrives one day in the form of Carol Aird, an alluring suburban housewife in the 

throes of a divorce. They fall in love and set out across the United States, pursued by a 

private investigator who eventually blackmails Carol into a choice between her daughter and 

her lover. 

Hillenbrand, Laura Seabiscuit: An American 

Legend

2002 Seabiscuit was one of the most electrifying and popular attractions in sports history and the 

single biggest newsmaker in the world in 1938, receiving more coverage than FDR, Hitler, or 

Mussolini. But his success was a surprise to the racing establishment, which had written off 

the crooked-legged racehorse with the sad tail. Three men changed Seabiscuit’s fortunes:

Charles Howard was a onetime bicycle repairman who introduced the automobile to the 

western United States and became an overnight millionaire. When he needed a trainer for 

his new racehorses, he hired Tom Smith, a mysterious mustang breaker from the Colorado 

plains. Smith urged Howard to buy Seabiscuit for a bargain-basement price, then hired as his 

jockey Red Pollard, a failed boxer who was blind in one eye, half-crippled, and prone to 

quoting passages from Ralph Waldo Emerson. Over four years, these unlikely partners 

survived a phenomenal run of bad fortune, conspiracy, and severe injury to transform 

Seabiscuit from a neurotic, pathologically indolent also-ran into an American sports icon. 

Author Laura Hillenbrand brilliantly re-creates a universal underdog story, one that proves 

life is a horse race.

Hirshman, Linda Sisters in Law 2015 The relationship between Sandra Day O'Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg-Republican and 

Democrat, Christian and Jew, western rancher's daughter and Brooklyn girl-transcends 

party, religion, and culture. Sisters in Law combines legal detail with warm personal 

anecdotes, bringing these very different women into focus as never before.
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Hodges, Andrew Alan Turing: The Enigma 1983 Alan Turing (1912-54) was a British mathematician who made history. His breaking of the 

German U-boat Enigma cipher in World War II ensured Allied-American control of the 

Atlantic. But Turing's vision went far beyond the desperate wartime struggle. Already in the 

1930s he had defined the concept of the universal machine, which underpins the computer 

revolution. In 1945 he was a pioneer of electronic computer design. But Turing's true goal 

was the scientific understanding of the mind, brought out in the drama and wit of the 

famous "Turing test" for machine intelligence and in his prophecy for the twenty-first 

century.

Drawn in to the cockpit of world events and the forefront of technological innovation, Alan 

Turing was also an innocent and unpretentious gay man trying to live in a society that 

criminalized him. In 1952 he revealed his homosexuality and was forced to participate in a 

humiliating treatment program, and was ever after regarded as a security risk. His suicide in 

1954 remains one of the many enigmas in an astonishing life story. 

Ishiguro, Kazuo The Remains of the Day 1989 A compelling portrait of the perfect English butler, who, at the end of his career in postwar 

England, reviews his life and secretly questions the "greatness" of the nobleman he served.

Ishiguro, Kazuo Never Let Me Go 2005 Hailsham seems like a pleasant English boarding school; its students are well tended and 

supported, trained in art and literature. But, curiously, they are taught nothing of the 

outside world and are allowed little contact with it. Kathy grows from schoolgirl to young 

woman, but it's only when she leave the safe grounds of the school that she realizes the full 

truth of what Hailsham is.

John, Elnathan Born on a Tuesday 2016 From two-time Caine Prize finalist Elnathan John, a dynamic young voice from Nigeria, Born 

on a Tuesday is a stirring, starkly rendered first novel about a young boy struggling to find 

his place in a society that is fracturing along religious and political lines.

In far northwestern Nigeria, Dantala lives among a gang of street boys who sleep under a 

kuka tree. During the election, the boys are paid by the Small Party to cause trouble. When 

their attempt to burn down the opposition’s local headquarters ends in disaster, Dantala 

must run for his life, leaving his best friend behind. He makes his way to a mosque that 

provides him with food, shelter, and guidance. With his quick aptitude and modest nature, 

Dantala becomes a favored apprentice to the mosque’s sheikh. Before long, he is faced with 

a terrible conflict of loyalties, as one of the sheikh’s closest advisors begins to raise his own 

radical movement. When bloodshed erupts in the city around him, Dantala must decide 

what kind of Muslim—and what kind of man—he wants to be. Told in Dantala’s naïve, 

searching voice, this astonishing debut explores the ways in which young men are seduced 

by religious fundamentalism and violence. 
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Jufresa, Laia Umami 2014 Deep in the heart of Mexico City lives Ana, a precocious 12 year old, still coming to terms 

with the mysterious death of her little sister years earlier. Over a summer, she decides to 

plant a vegetable garden and as she  digs and plants, her neighbors in turn delve into their 

past.

Kang, Han The Vegetarian 2015 Before the nightmares begin, Yeong-hye and her husband lived an ordinary, controlled life. 

But the dreams-invasive images of blood and brutality-torture her, driving Yeong-hye to 

purge her mind and renounce eating meat altogether. It's a small act of independence, but it 

interrupts her marriage and sets into motion an increasingly grotesque chain of events at 

home.

Kesey, Ken Sometimes a Great Notion 1963 A wild spirited and hugely powerful tale of an Oregon logging clan. A bitter strike is raging in 

a small lumber town along the Oregon coast. Bucking that strike out of sheer cussedness are 

the Stampers: Henry, the fiercely vital and overpowering patriarch; Hank, the son who has 

spent his life trying to live up to his father, and Viv, who fell in love with Hank's exuberant 

machisimo but now finds it wearing thin. And then there is Leland, Henry's bookish younger 

son, who returns to his family on a mission of vengeance--and finds himself fulfilling it in 

ways he never imagined.

Kessler, Lauren Stubborn Twig 2008 The story of one Japanese American family's century-long struggle to adjust, endure and 

ultimately triumph in their new country, which starts with the arrival of Masuo Yasui in 

America in 1903.

Kiernan, Stephen The Hummingbird 2015 Deborah Birch is a seasoned hospice nurse whose daily work requires courage and 

compassion. But her skills and experience are tested in new and dramatic ways when her 

easygoing husband, Michael, returns from his third deployment to Iraq haunted by 

nightmares, anxiety, and rage. She is determined to help him heal, and to restore the 

tender, loving marriage they once had.

At the same time, Deborahs primary patient is Barclay Reed, a retired history professor and 

expert in the Pacific Theater of World War II whose career ended in academic scandal. Alone 

in the world, the embittered professor is dying. As Barclay begrudgingly comes to trust 

Deborah, he tells her stories from that long-ago war, which help her find a way to help her 

husband battle his demons. 

Told with piercing empathy and heartbreaking realism, The Hummingbird is a masterful 

story of loving commitment, service to country, and absolution through wisdom and 

forgiveness.
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Kiernan, Stephen The Curiosity 2013 When Dr Kate Philo and her team discover the body of a man buried deep in the Arctic ice, 

her egocentric and paranoid boss orders the frozen man to be brought to the lab in Boston. 

The man, Jeremiah Rice, regains his memories, and the last thing he remembers is falling 

overboard in 1906. Thrown together by fate, Kate must decide how far she is willing to go to 

protect the man she has come to love.

Kingsolver, Barbara Flight Behavior 2012 Dellarobia, a restless farm wife hikes up a mountain road behind her house for a secret tryst, 

but instead encounters a shocking sight: a forested valley with a lake of fire. The bewildering 

emergency draws farmers, journalists, opportunists and sightseers, as well as a striking 

biologist with his own stake in the outcome.

Koefoed, Pamela Joyride: Life, Death and 

Forgiveness

2013 Instantly, I found myself outside on the doorstep, but I had no idea how I arrived there. I 

began screaming in terror. I caught my breath, inhaled deeply, and yelled, "Fire! Fire! Call 

the fire trucks!" Someone reached out through the open front door, tightly gripped my thin 

arm, yanked me inside the house, and slapped my face—It was Mother. (From JoyRide)

Two little girls, Pamela and her sister Robin, are on the ride of a lifetime with their alcohol-

addicted, Auntie-Mame-wannabe mother. They survive near death experiences, encounter 

the father they never knew existed, and are given the sole care of their newborn brother 

during their mother’s abandonment. Filled with intrigue and deeply moving, Pamela’s 

memoir reveals that love is the most powerful force on earth. "JoyRide" is action packed, 

rich in detail, and full of hope.

Krakauer, Jon Into the Wild 1996 In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone 

into the wilderness. He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most 

of his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four 

months later, his decomposed body was found by a moose hunter. 

Kyle, Chris American Sniper: The 

Autobiography of the Most 

Lethal Sniper in U.S. Military 

History

2012 From 1999 to 2009, U.S. Navy SEAL Chris Kyle recorded the most career sniper kills in United 

States military history. The Pentagon has officially confirmed more than 150 of Kyle's kills 

(the previous American record was 109), but it has declined to verify the astonishing total 

number for this book. Iraqi insurgents feared Kyle so much they named him al-Shaitan (“the 

devil”) and placed a bounty on his head. Kyle earned legendary status among his fellow 

SEALs, Marines, and U.S. Army soldiers, whom he protected with deadly accuracy from 

rooftops and stealth positions. Gripping and unforgettable, Kyle’s masterful account of his 

extraordinary battlefield experiences ranks as one of the great war memoirs of all time.

Adrenaline-charged and deeply personal, American Sniper is a thrilling eyewitness account 

of war that only one man could tell.
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Lansing, Alfred Endurance 1959 The saga of polar explorer Ernest Shackleton's survival for over a year on the ice-bound 

Antarctic seas. To write their authoritative story, Lansing consulted with ten of the surviving 

members and gained access to diaries and personal accounts by eight others. 

Lawrence, Jerome Inherit the Wind 1955 The Evolution vs. Creationism argument is at the center of the Jerome Lawrence-Robert E. 

Lee Broadway play, Inherit the Wind. Lawrence and Lee's inspiration was the 1925 "Monkey 

Trial," in which Tennessee schoolteacher John Scopes was arrested for teaching Darwin's 

theory of evolution in violation of state law.

Le Carre, John Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy 1974 The first novel in John le Carré's celebrated Karla trilogy featuring George Smiley. The man 

he knew as "Control" is dead, and the young Turks who forced him out now run the Circus. 

But George Smiley isn't quite ready for retirement-especially when a pretty, would-be 

defector surfaces with a shocking accusation: a Soviet mole has penetrated the highest level 

of British Intelligence. 

Lee, Harper To Kill a Mockingbird 1960 A black man is charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout and 

Jem Finch, the irrationality of adult attitudes toward race and class in the Deep South of the 

1930s is explored. The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence, and hypocrisy is 

pricked by the stamina and quiet heroism of one man's struggle for justice.

Letts, Billie Where the Heart Is 1995 Talk about unlucky sevens. An hour ago, seventeen-year-old, seven months pregnant 

Novalee Nation was heading for California with her boyfriend. Now she finds herself 

stranded at a Wal-Mart in Sequoyah, Oklahoma, with just $7.77 in change. But Novalee is 

about to discover hidden treasures in this small Southwest town--a group of down-to-earth, 

deeply caring people willing to help a homeless, jobless girl living secretly in a Wal-Mart. 

From Bible-thumping blue-haired Sister Thelma Husband to eccentric librarian Forney Hull 

who loves Novalee more than she loves herself, they are about to take her--and you, too--

on a moving, funny, and unforgettable journey to . . . Where the Heart Is.

Logue, Mark The King's Speech 2010 Presents the life of the Australian speech therapist who helped the English king, George VI, 

overcome a lifelong speech disorder and become an eloquent leader of his people during 

the difficult days of World War II.
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Lynch, Sarah-Kate Dolci di Love 2011 Corporate star Lily Turner abandons the boardrooms of Manhattan for the steep streets of 

Montevedova when she discovers her "perfect" husband, Daniel, has another family tucked 

away in the hills of Tuscany. Once there, her plight attracts the attention of the Secret 

League of Widowed Darners, an all-but-invisible army pulling strings behind the scenes to 

create happy endings. Soon founding members, Violetta and Luciana, are scheming to mend 

Lily's broken heart-and to enlist her help for their struggling pasticceria.

With the lush landscape of a sumptuous Tuscan summer in the background, and the 

tantalizing scent of fresh-baked cantucci in the air, Dolci di Love is the joyful celebration of a 

modern recipe for life.

Macmillan, Gilly What She Knew 2015 Rachel is walking in a Bristol park with her 8 year old son, Ben, when he asks if he can run 

ahead. It's an ordinary request, and Rachel has no reason to worry, until Ben vanishes. As 

days pass without a sign of Ben, everyone who knew him is called into question. As she 

pieces together the clues, Rachel realizes nothing is quite as she imagined it to be, not even 

her own judgement. 

Martin, Charles The Mountain Between Us 2010 Flying together on a stormy night, gifted surgeon Ben Payne, seperated from his wife, and 

Ashley Knox, a magazine writer, flying to her wedding, crash in a remote mountain 

wilderness. As the days turn to weeks on the mountain, the two heal from their physical 

wounds, even as they are forced to confront surprising and painful truths.

McCullough, Colleen Caesar's Women 1995 His victories were legend -- in battle and bedchamber alike. Love was a political weapon he 

wielded cunningly and ruthlessly in his private war against enemies in the forum. Genius, 

general, patrician, Gaius Julius Caesar was history. His wives bought him influence. He 

sacrificed his beloved daughter on the alter of ambition. He burned for the cold-hearted 

mistress he could never dare trust. Caesar's women all knew -- and feared -- his power. He 

adored them, used them, destroyed them on his irresistible rise to prominence. And one of 

them would seal his fate.

McEwan, Ian Atonement 2001 On a hot summer day in 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses a moment’s flirtation 

between her older sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a servant and Cecilia’s 

childhood friend. But Briony’s incomplete grasp of adult motives–together with her 

precocious literary gifts–brings about a crime that will change all their lives. Atonement 

engages the reader on every conceivable level, with an ease and authority that mark it as a 

genuine masterpiece.
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McGahan, Andrew The White Earth 2004 After his father’s death, young William is cast upon the charity of an unknown great-uncle, 

John McIvor. The old man was brought up expecting to marry the heiress to Kuran 

Station—a grand estate in the Australian Outback—only to be disappointed by his rejection 

and the selling off of the land. He has devoted his life to putting the estate back together 

and has moved into the once-elegant mansion. 

  

McIvor tries to imbue William with his obsession, but his hold on the land is threatened by 

laws entitling the Aborigines to reclaim sacred sites. William’s mother desperately wants her 

son to become John McIvor’s heir, but no one realizes that William is ill and his condition is 

worsening. 

Miranda, Megan All the Missing Girls 2016 Nicolette has made a successful life for herself in Philadelphia. She has a job and a fiance, 

both of which she must leave behind in order to go home to Cooley Ridge to care for her 

father. She left ten years ago, not long after her best friend Corinne disappeared and was 

never found. And now Tyler, Nic's ex-boyfriend is dating Annaleise Carter, who was an alibi 

the night Corinne disappeared. But now it's Annaleise who is missing.

Moggach, Deborah The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 2012 When Dr. Ravi Kapoor's cousin sets up a retirement home in India, Ravi's father-in-law is one 

of its first guests, but what the renovation lacks in promised amenities and luxury, it makes 

up for in adventure, stunning beauty, and unexpected love.

Mones, Nicole The Last Chinese Chef 2007 Maggie McElroy, still mourning the death of her husband, gets the shocking news that a 

paternity claim has been filed in China against his estate. When she's assigned to go to China 

to interview a half American, half Chinese chef, she decides to personally investigate the 

claim against her husband, with an unexpected outcome.

Morais, Richard The Hundred Foot Journey 2008 Soon to be a major motion picture starring Helen Mirren and Om Puri, directed by Lasse 

Hallstrom, and produced by Oprah Winfrey, Steven Spielberg, Juliet Blake, DreamWorks 

Studios, and Participant Media.

"That skinny Indian teenager has that mysterious something that comes along once a 

generation. He is one of those rare chefs who is simply born. He is an artist."

And so begins the rise of Hassan Haji, the unlikely gourmand who recounts his life's journey 

in Richard Morais' charming novel, The Hundred-Foot Journey. Lively and brimming with the 

colors, flavors, and scents of the kitchen, The Hundred-Foot Journey is a succulent treat 

about family, nationality, and the mysteries of good taste.
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Moriarty, Liane What Alice Forgot 2009 So imagine Alice’s surprise when she comes to on the floor of a gym and is whisked off to 

the hospital where she discovers the honeymoon is truly over — she’s getting divorced, she 

has three kids and she’s actually 39 years old. Alice must reconstruct the events of a lost 

decade, and find out whether it’s possible to reconstruct her life at the same time. She has 

to figure out why her sister hardly talks to her, and how is it that she’s become one of those 

super skinny moms with really expensive clothes. 

Ultimately, Alice must discover whether forgetting is a blessing or a curse, and whether it’s 

possible to start over.

Morton, Kate The Forgotten Garden 2009 A tiny girl is abandoned on a ship headed for Australia in 1913. She arrives completely alone 

with nothing but a small suitcase containing a few clothes and a single book—a beautiful 

volume of fairy tales. She is taken in by the dockmaster and his wife and raised as their own. 

On her twenty-first birthday, they tell her the truth, and with her sense of self shattered and 

very little to go on, "Nell" sets out to trace her real identity. 

Moyes, Jojo Me Before You 2012 Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life-steady boyfriend, close 

family-who has barely been farther afield than her tiny village. She takes a badly needed job 

working for ex-Master of the Universe Will Traynor-who is wheelchair-bound after an 

accident. Will has always lived a huge life-big deals, extreme sports, worldwide travel-and he 

is not interested in exploring a new one. Me before You brings to life two people who 

couldn't have less in common-a heartbreakingly romantic novel that asks, What do you do 

when making the person you love happy also means breaking your own heart?

Munro, Alice Dear Life 2012 In this brilliant new collection, Alice Munro pinpoints the moment a person is forever 

altered by a chance encounter, an action not taken, or a simple twist of fate.

Munro, Alice Lives of Girls and Women 1971 The only novel from Alice Munro-award-winning author of The Love of a Good Woman--is 

an insightful, honest book, "autobiographical in form but not in fact," that chronicles a 

young girl's growing up in rural Ontario in the 1940's. 

Del Jordan lives out at the end of the Flats Road on her father's fox farm, where her most 

frequent companions are an eccentric bachelor family friend and her rough younger 

brother. When she begins spending more time in town, she is surrounded by women-her 

mother, an agnostic, opinionted woman who sells encyclopedias to local farmers; her 

mother's boarder, the lusty Fern Dogherty; and her best friend, Naomi, with whom she 

shares the frustrations and unbridled glee of adolescence. Through these unwitting mentors 

and in her own encounters with sex, birth, and death, Del explores the dark and bright sides 

of womanhood. All along she remains a wise, witty observer and recorder of truths in small-

town life. The result is a powerful, moving, and humorous demonstration of Alice Munro's 

unparalleled awareness of the lives of girls and women.
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Nafisi, Azar Reading Lolita in Tehran 2003 This is the story of Azar Nafisi who gathered seven young women at her house every 

Thursday morning to read and discuss forbidden works of Western literature. The tale offers 

a fascinating portrait of the Iran-Iraq war viewed from Tehran and gives us a rare inside 

glimpse of women's lives in revolutionary Iran.

Narayan, Shoba Monsoon Diary 2003 A  fascinating food narrative that combines delectable Indian recipes with tales from the 

author's  life, stories of her delightfully eccentric family, and musings about Indian culture. 

Ng, Celeste Everything I Never Told You 2014 Lydia is dead. But they don’t know this yet.

So begins this exquisite novel about a Chinese American family living in 1970s small-town 

Ohio. Lydia is the favorite child of Marilyn and James Lee, and her parents are determined 

that she will fulfill the dreams they were unable to pursue. But when Lydia’s body is found in 

the local lake, the delicate balancing act that has been keeping the Lee family together is 

destroyed, tumbling them into chaos. 

A profoundly moving story of family, secrets, and longing, Everything I Never Told You is 

both a gripping page-turner and a sensitive family portrait, uncovering the ways in which 

mothers and daughters, fathers and sons, and husbands and wives struggle, all their lives, to 

understand one another.

Nguyen, Viet Thanh The Sympathizer 2015 The winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, compared by critics to the works of 

Graham Greene, Denis Johnson, and George Orwell, The Sympathizer is a blistering 

exploration of identity, politics, and America, wrought in electric prose. The narrator, a 

Vietnamese army captain, is a man of divided loyalties, a half-French, half-Vietnamese 

communist sleeper agent in America after the end of the Vietnam War. A powerful story of 

love and friendship, and a gripping espionage novel, The Sympathizer examines the legacy of 

the Vietnam War in literature, film, and the wars we fight today. 

Northup, Solomon Twelve Years a Slave 1853 A memoir of a black man who was born free in New York state but kidnapped, sold into 

slavery and kept in bondage for 12 years in Louisiana before the American Civil War. He 

provided details of slave markets in Washington, DC, as well as describing at length cotton 

cultivation on major plantations in Louisiana.
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Novic, Sara Girl at War 2015 Zagreb, summer of 1991. Ten-year-old Ana Jurić is a carefree tomboy who runs the streets 

of Croatia's capital with her best friend, Luka, takes care of her baby sister, Rahela, and 

idolizes her father. But as civil war breaks out across Yugoslavia, soccer games and school 

lessons are supplanted by sniper fire and air raid drills. When tragedy suddenly strikes, Ana 

is lost to a world of guerilla warfare and child soldiers; a daring escape plan to America 

becomes her only chance for survival.

Ten years later Ana is a college student in New York. She's been hiding her past from her 

boyfriend, her friends, and most especially herself. Haunted by the events that forever 

changed her family, she returns alone to Croatia, where she must rediscover the place that 

was once her home and search for the ghosts of those she's lost.

Oz, Amos A Tale of Love and Darkness 2003 A family saga and a magical self-portrait of a writer who witnessed the birth of a nation. It is 

the story of a boy who grows up in Jerusalem, and an adolescent whose life changes with his 

mother's suicide. It is the story of a writer who becomes an active particpant in the political 

life of his nation. 

Patchett, Ann Bel Canto 2001 Somewhere in South America, at the home of the country's vice president, a lavish birthday 

party is being held in honor of a powerful Japanese businessman.  It is a perfect evening -- 

until a band of gun-wielding terrorists takes the entire party hostage. What begins as a 

panicked, life-threatening scenario slowly evolves as terrorists and hostages forge 

unexpected bonds. 

Patchett, Ann State of Wonder 2011 Dr. Marina Singh embarks upon an odyssey into the insect-infested Amazon and is forced to 

surrender herself to the lush but forbidding world that awaits within the jungle. Charged 

with finding her former mentor Dr. Annick Swenson, a researcher who has disappeared 

while working on a valuable new drug, she will have to confront her own memories of 

tragedy and sacrifice as she journeys into the unforgiving heart of darkness. 

Portis, Charles True Grit 1968 Fourteen year old Mattie Ross leaves home to avenge her father's blood after a coward 

going by the name of Tom Chaney shoots her father down in Fort Smith, Arkansas, and robs 

him of his life, his horse, and $150 in cash money. Mattie with the one-eyed Rooster 

Cogburn, the meanest available U.S. Marshal, by her side, pursues the homicide into Indian 

Territory.

Potok, Chaim My Name is Asher Lev 1972 Asher Lev is a Ladover Hasid who keeps kosher, prays three times a day, and believes in the 

Master of the Universe. He is an artist who is driven to render the world he sees and feels, 

even when it leads him to blasphemy. Chaim Potok traces Asher's passage between these 

two identities.
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Pron, Patricio My Father's Ghost is Climbing 

in the Rain

2013 The American debut of one of Granta's Best Young Spanish-Language Novelists: a daring, 

deeply affecting novel about the secrets buried in the past of an Argentine family-a story of 

fathers and sons, corruption and responsibility, memory and history, with a mystery at its 

heart.

A young writer, living abroad, returns home to his native Argentina to say good-bye to his 

dying father. In his parents' house, he finds a cache of documents-articles, maps, 

photographs-and unwittingly begins to unearth his father's obsession with the 

disappearance of a local man. Suddenly he comes face-to-face with the ghosts of Argentina's 

dark political past and with the long-hidden memories of his family's underground resistance 

against an oppressive military regime. As the fragments of the narrator's investigation fall 

into place-revealing not only a part of his father's life he had tried to forget but also the 

legacy of an entire generation- My Fathers' Ghost Is Climbing in the Rain  tells a completely 

original story of family and remembrance. It is an audacious accomplishment by an 

internationally acclaimed voice poised to garner equal acclaim in America.

Quick, Matthew Silver Linings Playbook 2012 Meet Pat Peoples. Pat has a theory: his life is a movie produced by God. And his God-given 

mission is to become physically fit and emotionally literate, whereupon God will ensure him 

a happy ending—the return of his estranged wife, Nikki. (It might not come as a surprise to 

learn that Pat has spent several years in a mental health facility.) The problem is, Pat’s now 

home, and everything feels off. No one will talk to him about Nikki; his beloved Philadelphia 

Eagles keep losing; he’s being pursued by the deeply odd Tiffany; his new therapist seems to 

recommend adultery as a form of therapy. Plus, he’s being haunted by Kenny G!

Rash, Ron Serena 2008 The year is 1929, and newlyweds George and Serena Pemberton travel from Boston to the 

North Carolina mountains where they plan to create a timber empire. Although George has 

already lived in the camp long enough to father an illegitimate child, Serena is new to the 

mountains—but she soon shows herself to be the equal of any man, overseeing crews, 

hunting rattle-snakes, even saving her husband's life in the wilderness. Together this lord 

and lady of the woodlands ruthlessly kill or vanquish all who fall out of favor. Yet when 

Serena learns that she will never bear a child, she sets out to murder the son George 

fathered without her. Mother and child begin a struggle for their lives, and when Serena 

suspects George is protecting his illegitimate family, the Pembertons' intense, passionate 

marriage starts to unravel as the story moves toward its shocking reckoning.
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Rickstad, Eric The Silent Girls 2014 Frank Rath thought he was done with murder when he turned in his dectective's badge to 

become a private investigator and raise a daughter alone. Then police in his town find an 

abandoned car and the teenage girl who owns the car is missing. With the consequences of 

his violent past plaguing him, and young women with secrets vanishing,he discovers that 

even in the smallest towns, no one is safe.

Robinson, Marilynne Gilead 2004 An intimate tale of three generations from the Civil War to the twentieth century and the 

spiritual battles that still rage at America's heart. In the luminous and unforgettable voice of 

Congregationalist minister John Ames, Gilead reveals the human condition and the often 

unbearable beauty of an ordinary life.

Roth, Philip American Pastoral 1997 Roth's protagonist is Swede Levov, a legendary athlete at his Newark high school, who grows 

up in the booming post war years to marry a former Miss New Jersey, inherit his father's 

glove factory, and move into a house in the idyllic hamlet of Old Rimrock. And then one day 

in 1968, Swede's beautiful American luck deserts him.

Russo, Richard Empire Falls 2001 Milo Roby tries to hold his family together while working at the Empire Grill in the once-

successful logging town of Empire Falls, Maine, with his partner, Mrs. Whiting, who is the 

heir to a faded logging and textile legacy.

Ryan, Terry The Prize Winner of Defiance, 

Ohio

2001 The author describes her mother Evelyn's struggles with poverty in the 1950s as she tried to 

build a happy home for her ten children, with the help of wit, poetry, and prose during the 

contest era of the 1950s and 1960s.

Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye 1951 Holden Caulfield is the 16-year-old hero-narrator from New York who recounts the days 

following his expulsion from his prep school in Pennsylvania. Holden explores New York 

before returning home, interacting with teachers, prostitutes, nuns, an old girlfriend, and his 

sister along the way. This classic illustrates a teenager's dramatic struggle against death and 

growing up.   

Saramago, Jose The Elephant's Journey 2010 In 1551, King Joao of Portugal gives Archduke Maximilian an unusual wedding present: and 

elephant named Solomon, along with his keeper Subhro. Accompanied by the archduke, his 

new bride and the royal guard, our unlikely heroes traverse a continent, through northern 

Italy. 

Satrapi, Marjane Persepolis 2003 A memoir of growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution through  black-and-white 

comic strip images. Persepolis  paints an unforgettable portrait of daily life in Iran and of the 

bewildering contradictions between home life and public life. Marjane’s child’s-eye view of 

dethroned emperors, state-sanctioned whippings, and heroes of the revolution allows us to 

learn as she does the history of this fascinating country and of her own extraordinary family.
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Schumacher, Julie Dear Committee Members 2014 Jason Fitger is a beleagured professor of creative writing and literature at Payne University. 

His once promising career is in the doldrums, as is his romantic life. His life is revealed in a 

series of hilarious letters of recommendation that Fitger is endlessly called upon by his 

students and colleagues to produce, each one a small masterpiece.

Sedaris, David Let's Explore Diabetes with 

Owls

2013 A guy walks into a bar car and...From here the story could take many turns. When this guy is 

David Sedaris, the possibilities are endless, but the result is always the same: he will both 

delight you with twists of humor and intelligence and leave you deeply moved.  Sedaris 

remembers his father's dinnertime attire (shirtsleeves and underpants), his first colonoscopy 

(remarkably pleasant), and the time he considered buying the skeleton of a murdered 

Pygmy. 

With Let's Explore Diabetes with Owls, David Sedaris shows once again why his work has 

been called "hilarious, elegant, and surprisingly moving" (Washington Post).

Sendker, Jan-Philipp The Art of Hearing Heartbeats 2002 A poignant and inspirational love story set in Burma, The Art of Hearing Heartbeats spans 

the decades between the 1950s and the present.  When a successful New York lawyer 

suddenly disappears without a trace, neither his wife nor his daughter Julia has any idea 

where he might be…until they find a love letter he wrote many years ago, to a Burmese 

woman they have never heard of. Intent on solving the mystery and coming to terms with 

her father’s past, Julia decides to travel to the village where the woman lived. There she 

uncovers a tale of unimaginable hardship, resilience, and passion that will reaffirm the 

reader’s belief in the power of love to move mountains.

Shaffer, Mary Ann and 

Barrows, Annie

The Guernsey Literary & 

Potato Peel Pie Society

2008 In 1946, author Juliet Ashton writes to her publisher to say she is tired of covering the sunny 

side of war and its aftermath. A Guernsey farmer finds Juliet's name in a used book and 

invites neighbors to write Juliet with their stories, the book's epistolary circle widens, 

putting Juliet back in the path of war stories.  Juliet's quips are  clever and the Guernsey 

inhabitants enchanting.
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Sixsmith, Martin Philomena: A Mother, Her Son, 

and a Fifty-Year Search

2011 When she became pregnant as a teenager in Ireland in 1952, Philomena Lee was sent to a 

convent to be looked after as a “fallen woman.” Then the nuns took her baby from her and 

sold him, like thousands of others, to America for adoption. Fifty years later, Philomena 

decided to find him.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the Atlantic, Philomena’s son was trying to find her. 

Renamed Michael Hess, he had become a leading lawyer in the first Bush administration, 

and he struggled to hide secrets that would jeopardize his career in the Republican Party 

and endanger his quest to find his mother.

A gripping exposé told with novelistic intrigue, Philomena pulls back the curtain on the role 

of the Catholic Church in forced adoptions and on the love between a mother and son who 

endured a lifelong separation. 

Skloot, Rebecca The Immortal Life of Henrietta 

Lacks

2010 From a single, abbreviated life grew a seemingly immortal line of cells that made some of 

the most crucial innovations in modern science possible. And from that same life, and those 

cells, Rebecca Skloot has fashioned in The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks a fascinating and 

moving story of medicine and family, of how life is sustained in laboratories and in memory.

Smith, Diane Letters From Yellowstone 1999 In the spring of 1898, A. E. (Alexandria) Bartram--a spirited young woman with a love for 

botany--is invited to join a field study in Yellowstone National Park. The study's leader, a 

mild-mannered professor from Montana, assumes she is a man, and is less than pleased to 

discover the truth. Once the scientists overcome the shock of having a woman on their 

team, they forge ahead on a summer of adventure, forming an enlightening web of 

relationships as they move from Mammoth Hot Springs to a camp high in the backcountry. 

But as they make their way collecting amid Yellowstone's beauty the group is splintered by 

differing views on science, nature, and economics.
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Stark, Peter Astoria: John Jacob Astor and 

Thomas Jefferson's Lost Pacific 

Empire: A Story of Wealth, 

Ambition, and Survival

2014 In 1810, John Jacob Astor sent out two advance parties to settle the wild, unclaimed 

western coast of North America. More than half of his men died violent deaths. The others 

survived starvation, madness, and greed to shape the destiny of a continent.

At a time when the edge of American settlement barely reached beyond the Appalachian 

Mountains, two visionaries, President Thomas Jefferson and millionaire John Jacob Astor, 

foresaw that one day the Pacific would dominate world trade as much as the Atlantic did in 

their day. Just two years after the Lewis and Clark expedition concluded in 1806, Jefferson 

and Astor turned their sights westward once again. Thus began one of history's dramatic but 

largely forgotten turning points in the conquest of the North American continent.

Astoria is the harrowing tale of the quest to settle a Jamestown-like colony on the Pacific 

coast. Astor set out to establish a global trade network based at the mouth of the Columbia 

River in what is now Oregon, while Jefferson envisioned a separate democracy on the 

western coast that would spread eastward to meet the young United States.

Stedman, M.L. The Light Between Oceans 2012 This is a story of right and wrong, and how sometimes they look the same ...

1926. Tom Sherbourne is a young lighthouse keeper on a remote island off Western 

Australia. The only inhabitants of Janus Rock, he and his wife Isabel live a quiet life, 

cocooned from the rest of the world. One April morning a boat washes ashore carrying a 

dead man and a crying infant - and the path of the couple's lives hits an unthinkable 

crossroads.

Only years later do they discover the devastating consequences of the decision they made 

that day - as the baby's real story unfoldsThis is a story of right and wrong, and how 

sometimes they look the same ...

Stegner, Wallace The Spectator Bird 2010 Joe Allston is a retired literary agent who is “just killing time until time gets around to killing 

me” in his own words. His parents and son are long dead, leaving him with neither ancestors 

nor descendants, tradition nor ties.He passes through life as a spectator.

Steinbeck, John Travels With Charley 1962 At age fifty-eight, John Steinbeck and his poodle, Charley, embarked on a journey across 

America. This chronicle of their trip meanders from small towns to growing cities to glorious 

wilderness oases.  Written during a time of upheaval and racial tension in the South, Travels 

with Charley  is a stunning evocation of America on the eve of a tumultuous decade.
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Strayed, Cheryl Wild 2012 A powerful, blazingly honest memoir: the story of an eleven-hundred-mile solo hike that 

broke down a young woman reeling from catastrophe—and built her back up again.

 

At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost everything. In the wake of her mother's 

death, her family scattered and her own marriage was soon destroyed. Four years later, 

with nothing more to lose, she made the most impulsive decision of her life: to hike the 

Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert through California and Oregon to Washington 

State—and to do it alone. She had no experience as a long-distance hiker, and the trail was 

little more than “an idea, vague and outlandish and full of promise.” But it was a promise of 

piecing back together a life that had come undone. 

 

Strayed faces down rattlesnakes and black bears, intense heat and record snowfalls, and 

both the beauty and loneliness of the trail. Told with great suspense and style, sparkling with 

warmth and humor, Wild vividly captures the terrors and pleasures of one young woman 

forging ahead against all odds on a journey that maddened, strengthened, and ultimately 

healed her.

Swarup, Vikas Slumdog Millionaire 2005 Former tiffinboy Ram Mohammad Thomas has got twelve questions correct on a TV quiz-

show to win a cool one billion rupees. But he is brutally slung in prison on suspicion of 

cheating. In the order of the questions on the show, this title tells us which amazing 

adventures in his street-kid life gave him the answers.

Tamura, Linda Nisei Soldiers Break Their 

Silence: Coming Home to Hood 

River

2012 Nisei Soldiers Break Their Silence is a compelling story of courage, community, endurance, 

and reparation. It shares the experiences of Japanese Americans (Nisei) who served in the 

U.S. Army during World War II, fighting on the front lines in Italy and France, serving as 

linguists in the South Pacific, and working as cooks and medics. The soldiers were from Hood 

River, Oregon, where their families were landowners and fruit growers. Town leaders, 

including veterans' groups, attempted to prevent their return after the war and stripped 

their names from the local war memorial. All of the soldiers were American citizens, but 

their parents were Japanese immigrants and had been imprisoned in camps as a 

consequence of Executive Order 9066. The racist homecoming reception that the Hood 

River Japanese American soldiers received was decried across the nation.
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Tartt, Donna The Goldfinch 2013 It begins with a boy. Theo Decker, a thirteen-year-old New Yorker, miraculously survives an 

accident that kills his mother. Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family of a 

wealthy friend. Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed by 

schoolmates who don't know how to talk to him, and tormented above all by his unbearable 

longing for his mother, he clings to one thing that reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously 

captivating painting that ultimately draws Theo into the underworld of art.

As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty 

labyrinth of an antiques store where he works. He is alienated and in love-and at the center 

of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle.

The Goldfinch is a novel of shocking narrative energy and power. It combines unforgettably 

vivid characters, mesmerizing language, and breathtaking suspense, while plumbing with a 

philosopher's calm the deepest mysteries of love, identity, and art. It is a beautiful, stay-up-

all-night and tell-all-your-friends triumph, an old-fashioned story of loss and obsession, 

survival and self-invention, and the ruthless machinations of fate.

Tolstoy, Leo Anna Karenina 1877 A tale of a doomed love affair between sensuous and rebellious Anna and the dashing 

officer, Count Vronsky. Tragedy unfolds as Anna rejects her passionless marriage and must 

endure the hypocrisies of society. Set against a vast and richly textured canvas of nineteenth-

century Russia, the novel's seven major characters create a dynamic imbalance, playing out 

the contrasts of city and country life and all the variations on love and family happiness.

Towles, Amor A Gentleman in Moscow 2016 In 1922 the 30 year old Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant artistocrat by a 

Bolshevik tribunal, he is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the 

street from the Kremlin. He forges friendships with the hotel's other residents, including an 

actress, a Kremlinite,a gregarious American, and a tempermental chef. When fate suddenly 

puts the life of a young girl in his hands, he must draw on all his ingenuity to protect the 

future she deserves.
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Tropper, Jonathan This is Where I Leave You 2009 The death of Judd Foxman’s father marks the first time that the entire Foxman 

family—including Judd’s mother, brothers, and sister—have been together in years. 

Conspicuously absent: Judd’s wife, Jen, whose fourteen-month affair with Judd’s radio-shock-

jock boss has recently become painfully public.

Simultaneously mourning the death of his father and the demise of his marriage, Judd joins 

the rest of the Foxmans as they reluctantly submit to their patriarch’s dying request: to 

spend the seven days following the funeral together. In the same house. Like a family.

As the week quickly spins out of control, longstanding grudges resurface, secrets are 

revealed, and old passions reawakened. For Judd, it’s a weeklong attempt to make sense of 

the mess his life has become while trying in vain not to get sucked into the regressive battles 

of his madly dysfunctional family. All of which would be hard enough without the bomb Jen 

dropped the day Judd’s father died: She’s pregnant.

This Is Where I Leave You is Jonathan Tropper's most accomplished work to date, a riotously 

funny, emotionally raw novel about love, marriage, divorce, family, and the ties that 

bind—whether we like it or not.

Tsukiyama, Gail Women of the Silk 1991 Sent by her family to work in a silk factory just prior to World War II, young Pei grows to 

womanhood, working fifteen-hour days and sending her pay to the family who abandoned 

her.

In "Women of the Silk" Gail Tsukiyama takes her readers back to rural China in 1926, where 

a group of women forge a sisterhood amidst the reeling machines that reverberate and 

clamor in a vast silk factory from dawn to dusk. Leading the first strike the village has ever 

seen, the young women use the strength of their ambition, dreams, and friendship to 

achieve the freedom they could never have hoped for on their own. Tsukiyama's graceful 

prose weaves the details of "the silk work" and Chinese village life into a story of courage 

and strength.

Turgenev, Ivan Fathers and Sons 1862 Written as a response to the growing cultural schism between liberals of the 1830s/1840s & 

the growing nihilist movement, Fathers & Sonsparallels both the nihilists (the "sons") & the 

1830s liberals who sought Western-based social change in Russia. Additionally, these two 

modes of thought were contrasted with the conservative Slavophiles, who believed that 

Russia's path lay in its traditional spirituality. 
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Twain, Mark Personal Recollections of Joan 

of Arc

1896 Regarded by many as the most luminous example of Twain's work, this historical novel 

chronicles the French heroine's life, as purportedly told by her longtime friend — Sieur Louis 

de Conté. A panorama of stirring scenes recount Joan's childhood in Domremy, the story of 

her voices, the fight for Orleans, the splendid march to Rheims, and much more. An amazing 

record that disclosed Twain's unrestrained admiration for Joan's nobility of character, the 

book is matchless in its workmanship — one of Twain's lesser-known novels that will charm 

and delightfully surprise his admirers and devotees.

Ulitskaya, Lyudmila The Big, Green Tent 2016 The Big Green Tent is the kind of book the  term “Russian novel” was invented for. A 

sweeping saga, it tells the story of three school friends who meet in Moscow in the 1950s 

and go on to embody the heroism, folly, compromise, and hope of the Soviet dissident 

experience. These three boys—an orphaned poet; a gifted, fragile pianist; and a budding 

photographer with a talent for collecting secrets—struggle to reach adulthood in a society 

where their heroes have been censored and exiled. Rich with love stories, intrigue, and a 

cast of dissenters and spies, The Big Green Tent offers a panoramic survey of life after Stalin 

and a dramatic investigation into the prospects for integrity in a society defined by the KGB. 

Each of the central characters seeks to transcend an oppressive regime through art, a love of 

Russian literature, and activism. And each of them ends up face-to-face with a secret police 

that is highly skilled at fomenting paranoia, division, and self-betrayal. An artist is chased 

into the woods, where he remains in hiding for four years; a researcher is forced to deem a 

patient insane, damning him to torture in a psychiatric ward; a man and his wife each 

become collaborators, without the other knowing. Ludmila Ulitskaya’s big yet intimate novel 

belongs to the tradition of Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy, and Pasternak: a work of politics, love, and 

belief that is a revelation of life in dark times. 

Ulrich, Laurel A Midwife's Tale 1990 Between 1785 and 1812 a midwife and healer named Martha Ballard kept a diary that 

recorded her arduous work as well as her domestic life in Hallowell, Maine. On the basis of 

that diary, Laurel Ulrich gives us an intimate and imagined portrait not only of Martha, but 

of her society.

Umrigar, Thrity The Space Between Us 2006 Captures the delicate balance of class and gender in contemporary India as witnessed 

through the lives of two women--Sera Dubash, an upper middle-class housewife, and Bhima, 

an illiterate domestic hardened by a life of loss and despair.

Verghese, Abraham My Own Country 1994 A young doctor of eastern Tennessee describes the town's first introduction to the AIDS 

virus, which preceded a disturbing epidemic and introduced the doctor to many unique 

people.
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Walls, Jeannette The Glass Castle 2005 The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience and redemption. When sober, 

Jeannette's brilliant father captured his children's imagination. But when he drank, he was 

dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who hated the idea of domesticity. 

The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. The Glass Castle is truly astonishing-a 

memoir permeated by the intense love of a peculiar but loyal family.

Walter, Jess Beautiful Ruins 2012 The story begins in 1962. On a rocky patch of the sun-drenched Italian coastline, a young 

innkeeper, chest-deep in daydreams, looks on over the incandescent waters of the Ligurian 

Sea and spies an apparition: a tall, thin woman, a vision in white, approaching him on a boat. 

She is an actress, he soon learns, an American starlet, and she is dying.

And the story begins again today, half a world away, when an elderly Italian man shows up 

on a movie studio's back lot-searching for the mysterious woman he last saw at his hotel 

decades earlier. What unfolds is a dazzling, yet deeply human, roller coaster of a novel, 

spanning fifty years and nearly as many lives. 

Gloriously inventive, constantly surprising, Beautiful Ruins is a story of flawed yet fascinating 

people, navigating the rocky shores of their lives while clinging to their improbable dreams.

Ware, Ruth The Woman in Cabin 10 2016 A fantasy trip aboard a luxury liner turns nightmarish for a young journalist.
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Weir, Andy The Martian 2011 Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. Now, 

he's sure he'll be the first person to die there.

After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate the planet while thinking 

him dead, Mark finds himself stranded on Mars' surface, completely alone, with no way to 

signal Earth that he’s alive — and even if he could get word out, his supplies would be gone 

years before a rescue could arrive.

Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. The damaged machinery, 

unforgiving environment or plain-old "human error" are much more likely to kill him first. 

But Mark's not ready to quit. Armed with nothing but his ingenuity and his engineering skills 

— and a gallows sense of humor that proves to be his greatest source of strength – he 

embarks on a dogged quest to stay alive, using his botany expertise to grow food and even 

hatching a mad plan to contact NASA back on Earth.

As he overcomes one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next, Mark begins to let 

himself believe he might make it off the planet alive – but Mars has plenty of surprises in 

store for him yet.

Grounded in real, present-day science from the first page to the last, yet propelled by a 

brilliantly ingenious plot that surprises the reader again and again, The Martian is a truly 

remarkable thriller: an impossible-to-put-down suspense novel that manages to read like a 

real-life survival tale.

Wharton, Edith The Age of Innocence 1968 An elegant portrait of desire and betrayal in 1870  New York. Newland Archer prepares to 

marry the docile May Welland. Before the engagement is announced, he meets May's 

cousin, the mysterious, nonconformist Countess Ellen Olenska, who has returned to New 

York after a long absence.

Whitehead, Colson The Underground Railroad 2016 Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. When Caesar tells her about the 

Underground Railroad, they decide to take a risk and escape. The Underground railroad is 

not a metaphor, it is a real network of tracks and tunnels. But a slave catcher is on their 

heels, as they flee from state to state. 

Winchester, Simon Krakatoa 1964 Considers the global impact of the 1883 eruption of the Krakatoa volcano, documenting its 

cause of an immense tsunami that killed 40,000 people, its impact on the weather for 

several years, and its role in anti-Western Islamic fundamentalism.
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Wingate, Lisa Before We Were Yours 2017 Set in 1939 Memphis and present day South Carolina, and based on a notorious scandal of 

an adoption agency that kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all across the 

country. It follows 12 year old Rill and her siblings in 1939 and present day Avery and her 

family's long-hidden history. 

Wiseman, Ellen Marie What She Left Behind 2013  In this stunning novel, the acclaimed author of THE PLUM TREE merges the past and present 

into a haunting story about the nature of love and loyalty—and the lengths we will go to 

protect those who need us most.

Ten years ago, Izzy Stone’s mother fatally shot her father while he slept. Devastated by her 

mother’s apparent insanity, Izzy, now seventeen, refuses to visit her in prison. But her new 

foster parents, employees at a local museum, have enlisted Izzy’s help in cataloging items at 

a long-shuttered state asylum. There, amid piles of abandoned belongings, Izzy discovers a 

stack of unopened letters, a decades old journal, and a window into her own past.

Clara Cartwright, eighteen years old in 1929, is caught between her overbearing parents and 

her love for an Italian immigrant. Furious when she rejects an arranged marriage, Clara’s 

father sends her to a genteel home for nervous invalids. But when his fortune is lost in the 

stock market crash, he can no longer afford her care—and Clara is committed to the public 

asylum.

Even as Izzy deals with the challenges of yet another new beginning, Clara’s story keeps 

drawing her into the past. If Clara was never really mentally ill, could something else explain 

her own mother’s violent act? Piecing together Clara’s fate compels Izzy to re-examine her 

own choices—with shocking and unexpected results.

Wright, Camron The Rent Collector 2012 This fictional story, based on actual accounts, follows a Cambodian family that lives at--and 

makes their living from--Stung Meanchey, the largest municipal waste dump in all of 

Cambodia. as her husband scavenge the dump for things to sell, Sang Ly tries to find a way 

to heal her ailing son. When she discovers that the bad-tempered rent collector can read, 

Sang LY begs the woman to teach her. The unlikely relationship is the beginning of a life-

changing quest. It is a story of hope, determination, and the strength of family. It is the 

journey of one woman to save her son and another womans chance at redemption. It 

demonstrates that even in a dump in Cambodia--perhaps especially in a dump in Cambodia--

everyone deserves a second chance.



Author Title Date Summary

Wulf, Andrea The Invention of Nature 2015 Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) was the most famous scientist of his age, a visionary 

German naturalist and polymath whose discoveries forever changed the way we understand 

the natural world. In this illuminating biography, Andrea Wulf brings Humboldt's 

extraordinary life back into focus.

Xiao-Mei, Zhu The Secret Piano 2007 Zhu Xiao-Mei was three years old when she saw her first piano, a cherished instrument 

introduced into her family’s Beijing home by her mother. Soon after, the child began to play, 

developing quickly into a prodigy who immersed herself in the work of such classical 

masters as Bach and Brahms. Her astonishing proficiency earned her a spot at the Beijing 

Conservatory at the tender age of eleven, where she began laying the foundation for a 

promising career as a concert pianist. But in 1966, with the onset of the Cultural Revolution, 

life as she knew it ended abruptly. The Communist Party’s campaign against culture forced 

the closure of art schools and resulted in the deportation of countless Chinese, including 

Xiao-Mei and her entire family. She spent five years in a work camp in Inner Mongolia, 

suffering under abysmal living conditions and a brutal brainwashing campaign. Yet through it 

all, Xiao-Mei kept her dream alive, drawing on the power of music to sustain her courage.

Yan, Mo The Garlic Ballads 1988 Banned in China after the Tiananmen Square massacre, this novel by one of China's leading 

writers portrays a people driven to smash the confines of their ancient traditions. The 

Communist government encourages farmers to plant garlic, but selling it is not as easy as 

they believed. Against this turmoil unfold three tales of love, loyalty and vengeance.

Yates, Richard Revolutionary Road 2008 The devastating effects of work, adultery, rebellion, and self-deception slowly destroy the 

once successful marriage of Frank and April Wheeler, a suburban American couple.

Zafón, Carlos Ruiz The Shadow of the Wind 2001 Barcelona, 1945: A city slowly heals in the aftermath of the Spanish Civil War, and Daniel, an 

antiquarian book dealer’s son who mourns the loss of his mother, finds solace in a 

mysterious book entitled The Shadow of the Wind, by one Julián Carax. He makes a shocking 

discovery: someone has been systematically destroying every copy of every book Carax has 

written. 



Author Title Date Summary

Zevin, Gabrielle The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry 2014 On the faded Island Books sign hanging over the porch of the Victorian cottage is the motto 

"No Man Is an Island; Every Book Is a World." A. J. Fikry, the irascible owner, is about to 

discover just what that truly means. A. J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be. 

His wife has died, his bookstore is experiencing the worst sales in its history, and now his 

prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. Even the books in his 

store have stopped holding pleasure for him. These days, A.J. can only see them as a sign of 

a world that is changing too rapidly.

And then a mysterious package appears at the bookstore. It’s a small package, but large in 

weight. It’s that unexpected arrival that gives A. J. Fikry the opportunity to make his life 

over, the ability to see everything anew. The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry  is an unforgettable 

tale of transformation and second chances, an irresistible affirmation of why we read, and 

why we love.


